
 
 

East New York COGOP  

Covid-19 Guidelines For Church Reopening 

As we look to reopen our church building for services, we recognize that we easily fall into the category of dealing with a 
more high-risk, vulnerable population. This includes people of advanced age, people in highly dense population centers 
and people in the racial and ethnic categories that are disproportionately affected by the virus 

Therefore, currently we recommend that seniors and those with underlying conditions do not attend services on location.  
We also recommend that children not attend, but continue Sunday School and Children’s church via technology until 
further notice 

it is completely understandable that some are frustrated by the need for us to move slowly, intentionally, and prayerfully 
back into some kind of regular, in-person routine. Still, we must keep in mind that we have a theological mandate to care 
for one another holistically in body, mind, and spirit.  

The Apostle Paul words to the church in Galatia “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” seems 
fitting in this season.  It behooves those who choose to attend services to not judge or be critical of those who choose to 
continue participating via technology. Thus, fulfilling the law of Christ which is to love one another 

To avoid violation of the regulatory capacity, all attendees including children must pre-register at our website. If you do 
not have access to the website or are unable to manage, please contact your bandleader for assistance with signing up 
for church.  Please do not bring visitors if you have not pre-registered them 

The following is the procedure that all who will attend the service in the building will be asked to follow.  These 
recommendations are based on the New York State Religious Services Guidelines (also attached here). 

Your cooperation and patience are highly appreciated 

Masks and social distancing are Required 

Both the main front door and the side door will be in use and these signs will be posted.  Anyone who cannot for health 
reason wear mask will not be allowed to worship in the main sanctuary but asked to sit in a separate area downstairs and 
view the service by monitor.  Per the guidelines, face mask can be removed while seated, but must be worn if speaking 
or singing or if someone comes within 6 feet of you even in crossing, e.g.  when walking to your seat 



 
 Temp check and questionnaire required at both doors 

Upon entering the building, everyone must stop and have their temperature checked and short health questionnaire 
completed.  This will of course require that everyone be on time for service with extra time built in for check in.   

 

 

Hand sanitizer stations  

There will be hand sanitizer stations throughout the building, and everyone is asked to use the hand sanitizer before 
entering the sanctuary 

Seating from both the main door and side entrances 

The center aisle will be a one-way entrance to all seating, with signs indicating such.  Both those entering from the main 
door and the side door will be asked to use that aisle to enter their seat while social distancing.  

Social Distance Seating 

Every other pew will be employed and only two persons per pew.  Pews not in use will be clearly marked.   If you are the 
first to be seated in the pew, please move the farthest end of the pew so the next person will sit at the other end without 
crossing over you. Ushers will be on hand to assist 

 

Side Aisle are One Way 

The side aisle will be one way, with signs indicating such.  Use these aisles to return to your seat after offering, to exit to 
the bathroom, or to leave the building.   

 

Pulpit layout 

Pews have been removed from the pulpit and replaced with seating.  Social distance seating is for the Pastor, Associate 
Pastor, Lady Elect and Moderator as needed.  Musicians and music have also been rearranged for social distancing 



 
Podium use 

Only the Speaker of the day will have use of the podium 

Use of microphones 

 There will be no sharing or passing of microphones.  Each person will receive a sanitized microphone and that microphone 
will be theirs for the day.  Microphone will not be placed on stands and user is asked to keep the microphone with them 
in case of need for a second use during the service.  Microphones will have disposable covers to be removed by the user 
after using 

 

Worship Team 

Worship team singers will consist of 3 people including keyboardist.  Spacing will be made for drummer and other 
musicians as well.  Team will use social distance.  First pew on the right is reserved for the worship team.  

 

Altar layout 

Social distance signs will be clearly marked at the altar, when the altar has reached social distancing capacity, please use 
the center aisle which will also be clearly marked.  Mask is required at the altar 

 

Worship in giving  

Offering envelopes will be given out by ushers upon entering the sanctuary and can be placed in offering baskets as you 
exit after the service 

 

Exiting the sanctuary/church 

When the service is dismissed, those in aisle closest to the side door will exit starting from back pew, down the side aisle 
and out the side door.  Those seated in the far aisle will exit starting from the back pew down the side aisle and out through 
the main door.   

* If there are people seated on the balcony or in the overflow area, they will leave first. 

 

*For your additional safety, other sanitary provisions have been put in place such as auto turn on faucets and towel 
dispensers, that do not require your touching the dispensers 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


